


High school seniors
High school seniors don’t 
forget to apply for the 
Touchstone Energy Spirit 
of Cooperation scholarship. 
Deadline is February 19. 
Get an application from 
your guidance counselor or 
online at mcecoop.com.
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Warming
WIRE member’s ministry comforts hospitalized youth

Hearts and Hand s

By WALTER ALLREAD

THE PIECES BEGAN TO FIT TOGETHER  

for Charlene Pankow just 
before Christmas 2008.

Injured in a 1965 motor-
cycle accident that by 1991  
had left her permanently 
disabled, Pankow has nonethe- 
less stayed active. Over the  
years, she’s taken up hobbies  
including crocheting. “I 
need things to do,” she says. 
“I prayed for something I 
could do to help.”

She found a new 
purpose as a member 
of Mid-Carolina Electric 
Cooperative’s community 
outreach group, WIRE, 

“My dream is some day that every sick child in the area will have a hand-
made blanket,” says Hearts and Hands founder Charlene Pankow. 

during the 2008 Operation 
Santa. Each year, WIRE 
members help the big guy 
and Mrs. Claus deliver gifts 
to patients at Palmetto 
Health Children’s Hospital.

Pankow realized she had 
just the thing to comfort 
the kids. “I had 12 blankets 
sitting at home so I took 
them,” she says.

All the threads of her life 
soon came together. Pankow 
stitched together a ministry, 
Hearts and Hands, to make 
more blankets and quilts for 
hospitalized children.

“When I let people know 
what I was doing, a lot of 
people got on board,” she 

says. Friends at her church,  
Boiling Springs UMC, stepped  
up. “It’s amazing how things 
work out,” says Pankow, 
noting that the church has 
been the ministry’s only 
financial supporter so far. 

Hearts and Hands pro-
duced 355 blankets in its 
first year, including about 75  
delivered by WIRE (Women  
Involved in Rural Electrifi-
cation) at the 2009 Opera-
tion Santa on December 15. 

Pankow, who specializes 
in crocheted, knitted and 
patchwork quilts, shares credit  
with other Hearts and Hands  
members. They include Chris  
Kirby, Lilla Von Hall, Thelma  
Keith, Mary Ellen Cook, Mabel  
Burdett, Mary Jo Hood, Norma  
Chavis and Carolyn Taylor. 

Taylor has a quilting 
machine while Kirby is a 
virtual quilting machine, 
according to Pankow. “She 
will send 15 quilts at a time 
— baby-sized ones. She 
also makes baby hats for 
newborns,” she says.

Hearts and Hands mem- 
bers supply comfort in many  
styles and sizes, Pankow 
explains. “We go anywhere 
from the size of a large 
potholder-sized blanket for 
preemies up to lap quilts for 
teen-agers,” she says. The 
latter group includes cancer 
patients. As Pankow notes, 
“Teens undergoing chemo 
need a security blanket.”

Most Hearts and Hands  
creations go to the Children’s  
Hospital and the main Pal-
metto Richland wing next door,  
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Sally Wilkes of the Children’s Hospital clasps her 
hands in anticipation as she and her co-workers 
look at Hearts and Hands’ gifts with Charlene 
Pankow and Carolyn Taylor.
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she says. Another Palmetto 
Health system hospital, Baptist,  
has expressed interest distribut- 
ing some of Hearts and Hands’  
handiwork, says Pankow. 

She has become the pro- 
verbial (wo)man on a mission. 

“I hope to keep it grow-
ing. It’s a passion,” she notes. 
“My dream is some day that  
every sick child in the area will  
have a hand-made blanket.” 

That would also please 
her three granddaughters, 
jokes Pankow, who says the 
girls have enjoyed lots of 
gift blankets over the years. 
“They’ve got one of about 
every color. They were 
probably real happy when 
Grandma started making 
blankets for other people!” 

If you’d like to support Hearts  
and Hands’ mission, send an  
e-mail to HeartsandHands 
Ministry@gmail.com for more 
information. 


